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Student Response Modes

During a STAAR Alternate 2 test administration, a student may respond using the
appropriate mode of communication at the time of testing. Student responses may
be verbal, physical, or visual. Any response modes will be deemed acceptable
responses for the communicated directive and will not need to be predetermined by
the test administrator. The critical issue is not how the student responds but that the
student clearly communicates the preferred answer choice to the test administrator.

The table below shows examples of verbal, physical, and visual responses.
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Verbal Responses

= Student may respond by

- Stating responses,including word approximations;

- communicating yes or no when presented answer choices one at a time and being asked, 15
this the. .2

+ forming responses with the assistance of a communication device with preprogrammed answer
choices or programmed student vocabulary;

- use of output device to indicate the answer when each answer choice s presented individually;

+ vocalizing positvely or negatively to indicate the answer when each answer choice s presented
indvidually;

+ making a negative vocalization to indicate unmatched objec;

- describing the location of the answer; or

+ responding A B, C,or 1,2, 3,or with colorname if answer chices e labeled a5 such by the test
administrator.

Physical Responses

= Student may respond by
- pointing to, reaching for,or touching an answer;
« highiighting, coloring,cicling,or marking a response;
+ nodding head, smiling, or gesturing o indicate yes or no when presented answer choices one at a time
and being asked, s this the..Z’
+ manipulating words, sentences,or sections of recreated answer choice;

+ using calculators, manipulatives, or math tools (fraction pieces, geometric shapes, number lines,
counting charts, money, base-ten blocks, counters) o arrive at and display an answer;

« writing or typing responses with or without the use of adaptive writing equipment;
+ signing an answer;

+ formulating a response using a choice board;

+ isolating answer choices in a section organizer, such as a calendar box or tb;

+ nodding head or gesturing i the direction of the answer; or

- placing a flag on the answer.

Visual Responses

= Student may respond by
- gazing, blinking, winking, or fixating on answer choice.





